Furman University Study Away Program: Academic, Environmental, Physical & Health Expectations

Program: White Nights in Russia: Religion, Music and the Arts
Dates: Approx. May 9 - 30, 2018

*Request accommodations through the Student Office for Accessibility Resources (SOAR)

Course catalog description: Study of Orthodox Christianity, Music, and the Arts in Russia.

Program Description: This travel-study program will have two foci: (1) the relationship between art and religion, which we will explore through
visits to museums, monasteries, and Orthodox Christian churches in Russia; and (2) the emergence of a classical music tradition in Russia, which
we will examine through excursions to museums and performance venues. The course will emphasize church architecture and Russian Orthodox
icons as it highlights how these aesthetic expressions embody and materially convey religious meaning and practice. While the Russian church is
very old, the Russian tradition of classical music is very young (by comparison). Russian classical music was largely undeveloped until the 19th and
20th centuries, at least in part because of the Orthodox Church’s ban on instruments within the church and often in other contexts. As we map
the emergence of Russia’s classical music tradition, we will examine how music coincided with the search for a truly native voice in the Russian arts
and link this narrative to our broader discussions of religion, identity, and aesthetic expression.
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