Furman University Study Away Program: Academic, Environmental, Physical & Health Expectations

Program: Tropical Ecology in Costa Rica
Dates: May 9 - 30, 2018 *Request accommodations through the Student Office for Accessibility Resources (SOAR)

Course catalog description: Field Studies in Costa Rica. Students visit a variety of habitats including tropical rain forests, tropical dry forests, and
cloud forests in Costa Rica. Intensive study of natural history will be combined with original ecological investigations and preparation of research
papers.

Program Description: This is a field course and there are some unavoidable risks associated with being in tropical forests. Venomous snakes are
relatively common in the areas we will visit, along with bees, ants, and other stinging insects. Students will receive extensive safety briefings to
allow them to identify these risks and to behave appropriately so as to minimize the danger; however, risk cannot be completely eliminated. Field
work will involve several long day-hikes, up to 10 miles. Students should have sufficient fitness to participate in these activities, which are integral
to the educational objectives of the course. We may also arrange a snorkeling trip, led by a licensed operator, near the end of the course. This will
be non-challenging and students may opt out if their swimming skills are inadequate.
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